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OVERVIEW

PlanetPress makes moving from pre-printed impact printer applications to laser printed forms simple and
cost effective. It is the design tool for the PlanetPress Suite of products. Documents can be created to run
directly on the printer with no host or server software. PlanetPress documents can be printed, archived, e-
mailed and/or faxed as part of a sophisticated output management application driven by PlanetPress Watch.

Documents including business forms, mail pieces, insurance forms, as well as industrial labels can be
developed with ease. Documents can then be integrated with variable data coming from most host
computers.

PlanetPress is specifically designed to be easy-to-use so that anyone can design Intelligent Forms, whether
you are a novice or a professional. Power-users also get their share of highly advanced features so they can
create truly sophisticated forms.
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REQUIREMENTS

To create Intelligent Forms, you do not need to know PostScript. PlanetPress requires the following:

Windows 95, 98, NT 4.0 or 2000
32 MB of free RAM

100MB of hard disk space
Pentium Il or better processor
PostScript printer
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KEY FEATURES OF PLANETPRESS 3

Simplifies migration of existing mission critical applications to an industry standard network-printing
platform.

Enables printing of mission critical print applications anywhere on the corporate network.

Application data remains separate from formatting information, eliminating future legacy application
conversion problems.

Network downloading of Intelligent Form resources.
Supports existing print streams without changes to the application.

PC-based WYSIWYG development process ensures rapid application migration and development.
PlanetPress uses a Windows-based front-end and visual editor for form creation with powerful design
capabilities.

On-screen design of forms with traditional desktop publishing capabilities such as a selection of fonts
and graphic elements (lines, boxes, shading, logos).

Intelligent print stream processing extracts, formats, and repositions text on the page, and lets you set
the type and quantity of copies to be produced including image overlays (i.e., logos or signatures).

Supports the use of commercial Windows-based software to design forms and images.
PlanetPress pages can be created from one or more images.
Formats selections of application data with different fonts, line spacing, orientation and placement.

(reates multiple copies of data to be placed on multipart forms with the possibility of applying different
formats to each part.

Supports scanned images for logos and signatures.

Ability to adjust any of the above based on the presence or absence of characters in the application data
stream.

PlanetPress Intelligent Forms include all of the instructions for interpreting the print stream and the
images placed on the pages, as well as the code required to process print jobs.

Provides a screen preview via a PostScript Interpreter (included).

Optional image capability for output. PlanetPress converts the data stream to an industry standard
image format and creates a database index to easily retrieve imaged forms.

Offers optional fax output capability.
Grey bar chart reports.
Comprehensive context-sensitive help.

Version control through comments in the form's native format and compiled versions. Directory of printer
hard disk can be accessed from PlanetPress to display comment information.

Annotate pages with formatted text.
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Print multiple logical pages of data on one physical page (n-up printing).
Print multiple collated copies (requires printer hard disk).
Provides access to the powerful features of PostScript printing without having to learn PostScript.

A simple command at the beginning and end of the application data starts and stops the formatting
carried out by the Intelligent Form.
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INTELLIGENT FORMS

Because Intelligent Forms are supported by the latest printing solutions, they eliminate the need for, and the
handling of, pre-printed business forms designed for impact printers. This approach uses laser printers for
invoices, statements, reports, and even MICR (Magnetic Ink Character Recognition) checks. Standard
company paper (whether plain bond, letter head or colored paper) can be used for a variety of forms instead
of pre-printed paper.

Intelligent Forms are platform-independent PostScript programs that run at the printer level. They do not
require ANY MODIFICATION to your current applications. Because they reside in the printer's RAM, flash, or on
the printer’s hard disk, these forms merge graphics and data inside the printer, providing ultimate
throughput and reduced network traffic. Intelligent Forms are triggered by a simple command at the
beginning of the print stream, which can be embedded in your network queue definition.

Unlike forms produced by other commercial electronic form packages, Intelligent Forms do not require data
merging software on the host computer. It is almost as easy as unplugging the impact printer and plugging
in the laser printer. As far as the operator is concerned, there is no need to learn any new software or perform
printer alignments.
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Simple text-based data stream
from host applications
(legacy data, line printer, etc)

On any host, simply add the reference to the
Intelligent Form (a few lines of text) or use

PlanetPress Watch's automated data recognition process

PlanetPress

Intelligent Forms Designer postscript Printer

WYSIWYG. forms C!gsign (may include hard disk, flash Ram or extra memory)
package with conditional

overlays and data format/ Process Intelligent Form

mapping and create formatted page
) ==
Compile Intelligent Use locally
Form for printer storage stored Intelligent
Forms (1)
| —_— =S

Compile Intelligent Form for
PlanetPress Fax, PlanetPress
Image and PlanetPress Watch
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PLANETPRESS FORM DESIGN

Although the following explains how to create basic and advanced elements in a form sequentially, you can
create form elements in a different order.

DESIGNING FORMS

With PlanetPress, it is simple to create forms. The forms are created using the menu and tool bar.

The forms are displayed in the design area and can be modified using the features in the navigation
pane.

PlanetPress is a complete graphic design tool. It provides an explorer-like navigation tool so you can
easily select any object.

The PlanetPress 3 window allows the user to define a style, add formatted text, barcodes and
macros, select data, attach conditions, design business forms, etc. Every feature can be called upon

through the navigation pane or the menu bar, or by double-clicking on the appropriate button in the
tool bar.
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DEFINING A STYLE

The Style Definition dialog box is used to select the font, size and color used for the form. You can
name the newly created style and define it as PostScript, TrueType or as a double-byte font.

Style Defimtion
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Once the name of the new style is defined, you can define the characteristics and attributes of the
new style. PlanetPress also provides an encoding vector editor. You can apply any encoding vector,
or create new encoding vertices, for the selected style.

TrueType font encoding x|

Helvetica-Bold

Axailable glyph:
Eth [Mtide  [Dgrave [Dacute ||DcircumfDtide  [|0dieresis|multiph |ﬂ ﬁl ( parenleh (L+0020] ﬂ
b N O O o O 5 0 x -

ight (I1+0029
Wi Oslash |[Ugrave [Uacute [Ucircurmf[Udieresigfracute |[Thom  |[germandt ) pareniight (L ]
(=18 < - ~ m - - )
terizk, [L+0024,
e =2 U U 0 U YV b B stk (Us0028)
agrave |[aacute Jacicumfdatide  |[adieresis|[aing  ][ze [zcedila | 4+ plus [U+0028)
& |4 &4 & a @& @« ¢
egrave |eacute |[ecircumffedieresis|igrave Jiacute |[icircurflefidieresis | . LI
\ r o . k3 - -~ o il (L OO0
e = e = | I I I 228 glyphs
eth [[rtiide Jlograve [Joacute [[ocircumfdctide  [[odieresis[[divide |J Ayl cnemdig ekl
g A o 56 5 8 0 = - EEER

IThe quick brovn fos jumps over the lazy dog j Save az |

The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog

Ok I Cancel | Help |

The style definition not only allows you to define color and size, it also includes a ratio factor that
enables the font to be scaled along the X-axis.
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Editing area

Preview area

ADDING FORMATTED TEXT

The Formatted Text Definition dialog boxlets you add static and dynamic text to a form, and
format it using standard editing tools. These editing tools provide more flexibility than the static text
because you can change the style, insert a variable, modify the alignment, and so on. To help users
add text, PlanetPress designed an editing area where the style codes are displayed in magenta,

paragraph marks in red, and variable codes in blue. The lower portion presents the inserted text, as it
will be displayed in the form.

Formatted Text Definition

INVOICE

The text editing area displays
all the codes for styles,
wvanables, and paragraphs
‘r'ou can choose to modify the:

Formatted Text

Shyle: | D efault 'l F‘Dl

LPI: IB
{Eks DefaultiDear #8CustN ame} (1}

[w/ith this last arder of {#kAmount} you have become a {2 &s Times ! 'Club Select £ &z Detaulth member. Membership privileges include: access to
additional discounts on a wide selection of products. {1}
Please contact (#80wGuy} at (201] 933 FE7E ext 231 for all the details. 1}

JSif=] E3

The obiject preview area
displays the formatted test in
its final form. Mate that the
object is always displayed at
the same position on the
page, as this is a preview of
the object anly, and not of the
full page.

ﬂ 1003

Dear Paul Bauer

With this last order of $25336.0 you
have become a "Clud Selec:" member.
Membership  privileges  include:
access to additional discounts on a
wide selection of products.

Please contact Mike at (201) 933 7676
ext 231 for all the details.

>

4 |

o]

Cancel | Help

o

It is also possible to add static text by clicking ﬂ in the tool bar. This function lets you enter text in
a predefined style and alignment. Text always appears as entered, even if data is merged with the

form.
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SELECTING DATA

The Data Selector dialog box is used to map variable data to the form. This window lets you browse
through data records. Once you select the file, there are two possible ways to make a selection: using
the mouse in the display area or manually keying the fields’ Line and Column positions.

Data selector 1Ol =]
=— | Data Selector Line  Column
W‘ - Sample data file : Fram I9 3’ I9 3’
. . IDatademtht @Erowse...l TD|13 vi 47 >

|£_1 :11535dﬂiMﬂiﬂﬁdﬁﬂiﬂﬂiﬂdﬁﬂJMﬂiﬁdd:iﬂiﬂHﬂiﬁjdﬁﬂiﬂﬂiﬂﬁdﬁﬂiﬂﬂiﬂdd.ﬂ

Wiew 2 Page: 4 o

I Maormal = l :

Data page  Lines/page: 3

|4 = |90 3, _5._

] Oct 29798
9
10
Display area T S Used cells ;_; i
— 13 ANNNEEEN
14
15
16
17 =
AR nil
1417 I
Line : 9.13 Column : 9..47 x Concel | e |

When the selection is done, it is displayed in the preview area of the Data Printing Definition
dialog box.
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Data Printing Definition

Lacation |Attributes| Formatl Line Eonditionl Stringsl Archive/Fax/Email

Location

Add variable data directly from your sample data file by clicking on the data “select button' or
enter the coordinate of your range of data.

Location

From Line:

From Column:

IS |9 vl
To Line: |1 3 Ta Columr: |4? 3.

Advanced mode [T

o B
IPg.ﬂ 4 ] )
Paul Bauer
COMPUTER BIGMART #2667
2201 SAMUEL BLVD
DALLAS TX 75228
Preview area >

=
4| | »

Ok | Cancel | Help |

Using the tabs in the Data Printing Definition dialog box, enter the name, style, format of the

data selection, conditions for printing, etc. The properties you enter in this window are sent to the
printer as instructions to merge and print variable data.
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INSERTING CONDITIONS

All elements of a PlanetPress form can be conditionally placed or printed based on the information in
the variable data stream. This makes documents dynamic (they change from page to page).

To control the appearance of text, graphics or pages, you can define conditions based on incoming
data. In the Condition definition dialog box, select the name of the desired condition, the location
of the key field in the variable data and make links to other conditions. Then, the new condition can
be applied to as many elements of the form as desired.

Condition definition

Defining a condition...
Conditions must have a unique name. [k must not contain any special characters [H(&1] and
muzt start with a letter. It should be different than any other define condition.

Mame:

IN orZerob alance

Conditions are based on the comparison of text in the incoming datastream, the testing of page
numbers or, for advanced users, on a macro language expression.

~ ¥ Tent based condition
-

Page number based condition

Select one
L " Advanced user condition

IData Page ﬂ 4 j The condition iz true

Mest»> | Finizh I Cancel | Help |

PlanetPress also supports line conditions, changing for example the font or color of a line, based on
information in that line.

Condition definition x|

Text based condition...
Thiz type of condition iz bazed on the incoming datastream. If a string of text iz present at a
specific position, or in a region, the condition will be true, othenwise, it will be false.

Enter the string of text wou would like to test for and specify its location.
IF'auI B auer

Type of test

Iis found at a specific location j

Location
On line: IS 3, at column: IS 5,
|7 EEE Select...

IData Fage ﬂ 4 j The condition iz tue

<<Erevious| Mest > | Finish I Cancel | Help |

The Text based condition. .. section defines at what string of character and location, the condition
defined previously is True.
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PlanetPress also lets you combine conditions using operators such as AND and OR. Using logical
operators, you can determine if one or more conditions must be true in order for the new condition
to be true.

You can also add advanced user conditions by writing code yourself to create more complex data
conditions.

Condition definition

Advanced condition...

Arp Boolean macro language expression can be used for an advanced condition. This option is
far experienced uzers anly. Right click on the entmy figld for further options.

stitofloat(i[44 65,771

Select Data...

Select Color...

Far instance: )
Global wanables 3

(@(3,10,16) = "Invoice' and (3 find('Back order',1,1,66,30)
Here, the condition is tue when | System variables ¥ B column 10 and the current page
iz larger than 1; it may alza be tru faund ahmwhere on the page.

Integer functions ¥
Measure functions  »
String functions 3
Boolean functions  »

IData Fage ﬂ 4 ﬂThe condition iz true

<< Previous | Hest »> | Finish I Cancel | Help |

When you create the condition, it is always displayed in PlanetPress 3 window’s navigation pane.
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DESIGNING BUSINESS GRAPHICS

PlanetPress lets you include business graphics in forms. The Business graph attributes dialog box
displays a bar graph by default. You can also create pie, bar and line graphs from variable print data
and incorporate them into an Intelligent Form. The tabs display controls used to enter text under
graphs, define graph colors, etc.

Business graph attnibutes

Data |Graph t_l,lpel 3D I Attributesl Texst I Calar I

m Data selection ...

Select the data for the graph. Each t?ne 210 Eo:umn ;gi +
individual zelection wil be corsidered as & i€ 31, Lolmn 3. n
new paint on the araph Line 42, Column 23..31

Line 43. Column 23..31

Add | Delete Edit |
925995.00 =]
99985.00 J
Preview area > 10000200

570993.00 T
0 | Ll—l
ak I Cancel | Help |
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Preview area

INSERTING A BARCODE

The new technology presents a good bar coding system. PlanetPress 3.0 expands the Barcode
attributes dialog box so you can identify the data required for the barcode, determine which
barcode is used on the form, and modify its attributes. A preview area is also provided.

For barcodes such as EAN 128, you can automatically create start, stop and checksum digits without
modifying host files. Data in barcodes can be concatenated to simplify application development.

Barcode attributes E3

Data selection | Barcode t_l,JpeI Dptionsl Hurnan readablel
" ‘ ‘ ‘ I Data selection ...
Select the data to be corverted to barcode. Check Advanced made to concatenate more than
one data selection. and/or to enter static text in the barcode.
On Line :
22 L= White space removal——————
From colum : Remove unnecessany white
I‘”i space from the data selection
Ta column - ™ Trim spaces before
Iw— ¥ Trimn spaces after
Advancedmode [
i =
I— =
003014608 =
4| | i3

K | Cancel | Help |

The barcode wizard supports industry standard barcodes including the two dimensional PDF-417.
This standard barcode can include a considerable amount of data such client name, invoice date and
invoice total.
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Barcode attributes

Preview area
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The macros
are displayed
in this area.

Preview area ———pp / I , I \

ADDING MACROS

For complex applications, PlanetPress also includes PlanetPress Talk, a unique intuitive macro
language. You can create a macro by dragging predefined macros from the Graphic state
operator, path operators lists, etc. to the Macro Code area. Macro results are displayed in the
preview area.

PreszsTalk Macro Language editor _ O] x|
PressTalk Macro Language editor

G ranhi

gzave(]

arestore(]

tranzlate(* : integery : integer)

setstrokecolorCol : color)

setlinewidth[Lineidth : measure) b
zetfilcolorCal : color]

state =

|2l |

Macro Code

! rmargin(,0.167)
setangle(angle : measure] P
—Path define(f,integer.0]
__Fvetu&( measure,y: measure] fon(#i,4,1,44)
netal : measure,Y | measure] geavel]

curveto%1 : measure, 71 : measure X2 ; meazure, T2 | meast . L
mnovetold : measure.y’ : measure) setanglefinttofioat®i * &)

flinetaf : measure,y : measure] show(E[E,2,37))
curveto4] @ measure,Y'1 @ measure X2 : measure, Y2 1 meas cilf(0.167)
strake[]
fil arestore(]
df .
endforl) L Drag the desired
‘) macros to the
j:bb‘btj Macro Code area.

p&ﬂfﬁ ‘_\O_'lll

afios @ [P <] 1 1]
Fan the whole thing -1 akK I Cancel Help Online manual
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The following is a form that contains all the features presented in this chapter

A PFIDTY 7 — LELTAT— L,

¥ *b GBI HARDWARE o 1 e
1 AAnL Welcome
h&ﬁ to the Club®
15
| Sold To | -
Faul Bauer
COMPUTER BISMART #2667 dof 4 492532

2201 SAMUEL BLVD

DALLAS T 75228 me
BuddblabLLE.LI Oct 205 | BE1234536
Oct 200 | Mow 02000 | 0347803847 amzar BiGO2 an %

EGLIPE TYFE  QUANTITY PIECEE BN PRICE WEIGHT Ext. Frica
| wiik winzes S0 1 1 003006233 134.00 0.75 134.00
[Conin wizssv S0 1 1 003005340 S67.00 075 SET.00
[t pocaea 0 1 1 003005347 10000 0.75 10000

THE FOLLOWING ITERGE) ARE
OUT OF STOCK - BACK OROERED
DUl NaD4Ew EQ| o | 0 | 003005277 | 0000 | f00 | |
HAY H1D4EW Eal o 1] ] [ oo3nosase [ oo [ ooo | |
WILL BHIP WHEN AVAILABLE

THIB OROER 2633500
i3 | 7o 1326537.00 |
W
CONGRATULATIONS! Your year to date sales
Dear Paul Bauer
With this last order of $25336.0 you
have become 8 "Cliek Select™ member,
Membership  privileges  include: ——
access to additional discounts on a
wide selection of preducts.
Please contact Mike at 12|:I1:| 933
T6TE ext 231 for all the detall 500,000
250,008
%’“ éﬂmm a
W 201 211 a1% w8 17,3 209

SOFTWARE HANDWARE TRAINING BODKS
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